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The exhibition, Kamo Nigarian: Schizopolis, marks a major presentation of the work of
one of the key figures of late and post Soviet non-conformist art. Bringing together
a selection of rarely-seen works from the artist's various thematic series, as well as
the replica of his iconic death-mask installation from the Sergey Merkurov House
Museum, the exhibition offers an extraordinary view of Nigarian's exceptional artistic
and intellectual achievement.

Tracing Nigarian's 30-year career from 1980s to 2009, Schizopolis takes a thematic
approach to his critical ideology, focusing on the implicit delusion and transmutation
of power and tyranny expressed in his work and philosophy.

' would like to express my profound gratitude to all whose efforts made the exhibition,
Kamo Nigarian: Schizopolis, possible at the Cafesjian Center for the Arts.

The Center’s staff is to be commended for making this exhibition a success. With their
dedication and commitment, the Center continues to fulfill the vision of the Cafesjian
legacy in Armenia.

I congratulate and extend a special note of appreciation to the curator of the exhibition
Mr. Vigen Galstyan, whose astute curatorial and research approach has brought new
emphasis to Nigarian's work.

| express my sincere gratitude to Mrs. Sonya Harutyunyan, the Director of the Sergey
Merkurov House Museum, who generously agreed to lend four original death-masks
by Sergey Merkurov.

My congratulations and heartfelt appreciation goes to the wife of the artist, Mrs.
Marine Haroyan, for her tremendous support in the realization of the exhibition and
catalog.

The artist had a strong conviction that art should provoke resentment. We believe
that the exhibition, Kamo Nigarian: Schizopolis, affirms this conviction and demonstrates
the potential for art to encourage viewers to reassess the essence of power and
freedom, order and chaos.
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